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In this newsletter we will be putting 

a special emphasis on the fight to 

preserve  our public healthcare  

system.  

Alberta’s Bill 11 is relentlessly work-

ing its way through the  system, 

compromising public healthcare and 

violating the terms of the Canada 

Health Act.  Hopefully you may be 

inspired to join us in this struggle.  

 

Grey Bruce Health Coalition 

To contribute a Letter, a Picture 
or an Article for this newsletter, 
send  an email to  

greybrucehc@gmail.com  
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A Call to Action…. 

   

On July 22nd this summer, while attending the Council of the Federation in 
Prince Edward Island, the provincial and territorial premiers, Indigenous lead-
ers  and the Prime Minister were all greeted by public health care advocates 
from across Canada.  

This significant meeting has a hefty agenda. On the Canadian Premiers’ 
webpage (canadaspremiers.ca) you can see their proposed agenda. They 
planned to talk about Youth Internships, Internal trade and the Council of the 
Federation Literacy Award.  None of these items are inconsequential.  

However , here was one topic missing and it is a topic on the minds of most 
Canadians —  Healthcare.  

Meanwhile outside in the rain and the wind, far from the comfortable chairs 
and gourmet meals enjoyed by elected leaders, health care advocates and 
representatives from across Canada called attention to the ‘elephant in the 
room’. They called for the government to defend the Canada Health Act in the 
face of a major threat posed by Alberta’s Bill 11 which introduces two tier 
American style healthcare into our country. They called for reinvestment in 
public infrastructure  and  workable  action against looming staff cuts in 
health facilities.  
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Now it is Your Turn... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those who travelled to Prince Edward Island to confront these political 

decision makers carried a message on behalf of all us.  They spoke 

strongly on behalf of the Canada Health Act...the legislation that 

protects healthcare access for all Canadians no matter their level of 

income, location, age, or social status.  

 

What can we do in Grey Bruce to contribute to this message? We can 

write letters and emails and contact our political representatives. But 

more than that, we can become active in our communities. Set time 

aside to come out to our rallies, our town hall meetings, and other 

events. Let’s stand together to demand the action we need to see.  

Check out these jazzy T-shirts! 

You can purchase one for only 

$30 

Proceeds from shirt sales help to 

finance our activities   

greybrucehc@gmail.com 

(Sizes S to 2XL, crew or V-neck) 
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GBHC Booth 

Keady Market July 2026 
The GBHC and its members work hard at getting the word out and reaching out within 

our large community. Once of the ways we do that is by setting up our booth at local 

events. We pass out our leaflets, sign up people who are interested and talk about  

current issues affecting healthcare.  

 
This July we were at Keady Market for one day. It was a cloudy and wet morning but  

eventually the skies cleared and we had a beautiful summer day to finish up.  We met 

lots of people who were interested and had many great conversations. We hope to be 

back at Keady a few more times this season.  

 

We are signing up for a number of other events as well, including the Labour Day  

Parade in Port Elgin and a number of local fall fairs. If you would like to help with our 

booth, give us a call or send an email and we will call you back.  

 

Many thanks to the Keady Market staff who were so helpful and friendly.  
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Local Fight Ford Protests   
 
 
 
During the summer months, organizers in Mea-
ford and Kincardine are taking a break. They will 
be back in the fall, stronger than ever.  One  
person did show up in Kincardine and left some 
signs to remind Lisa Thompson and her staff, 
that they will be back in the fall.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Owen Sound group has continued to rally outside the offices of MPP Paul 
Vickers on 9th Street.  Organizer Tamara Sargent shared some pictures of their 
July rally. They have plans again for Saturday, August 29th  at 9 am in the same 
location.  
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Understanding Healthcare Myths 

How often do you read or hear a sensational piece of news that seems suspicious? Is the 
source one you respect? If so, keep digging. It may be that your source has accepted and 
repeated information that is false, or biased, or just plain wrong. We all recognize that it is 
harder and harder each day to distinguish truth from fiction. Information circulates around 
us all the time from so many sources it is difficult to know who to trust and what to        
believe. And since those beliefs inform our behaviour and our loyalties it may be hard to 
tell which way is up.  
 
Information about health care circulates freely every day and we try to figure out what to 
believe and who to support. In the debate about public and/or private health services, it 
may be particularly hard to sort it out. This summer the Ontario Health Coalition has 
attempted to help those who may have accepted false information about private vs public 
health care systems in various countries or who may just be curious about the issue. They 
have released a well researched report about international health care models in an effort 
to help you understand. It is called “MYTH BUSTER: European Health Care Models”. 
 
OHC researchers noted that “pro-privatization groups, some of which are funded by or 
linked to right-wing American organizations and corporate interests, have turned to     
making false claims about two-tier European health care systems in their push to privatize 
our Canadian public health care”.  
 
Interesting Facts from the report… 
 The United States has the most privatized health care in the developed world.       

Americans pay more than double what Canadians pay for health care, if they can get 
coverage at all.  

 Medical costs are the top reason for bankruptcy. 56 million Americans struggle with 
medical debt: more than Canada’s entire population. 

 Private clinics didn’t work in England to reduce wait lists. Scotland opted to increase 
public capacity and refused to privatize…and it worked.  

 Australia had single-payer health care like Canada until a two-tier system was intro-
duced in 1999 with the goal of reducing wait times. However, when private health care 
was introduced, wait times in the public system got worse. 

 Canada neither has the highest taxes for health care, nor the highest taxes overall.  

 Canada also does not spend more than other peer nations on health care 

 

 

If you have found this taste of the report interesting and if you are looking for trustworthy 

analysis check out the full report at the following link. https://

www.ontariohealthcoalition.ca/index.php/myth-buster-european-health-care-models/ 

https://data-explorer.oecd.org/vis?fs%5b0%5d=Topic%2C1%7CHealth%23HEA%23%7CHealth%20expenditure%20and%20financing%23HEA_EXP%23&pg=0&fc=Topic&bp=true&snb=4&vw=rw&df%5bds%5d=dsDisseminateFinalDMZ&df%5bid%5d=DSD_SHA%40DF_SHA&df%5bag%5d=OECD.ELS.HD&df%5bvs%5d=1.0
https://www.abi.org/feed-item/health-care-costs-number-one-cause-of-bankruptcy-for-american-families#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20article%2C%2056,about%20that%20for%20a%20moment.
https://www.canadiandoctorsformedicare.ca/no_8_private_care_and_public_waiting
https://www.ontariohealthcoalition.ca/index.php/myth-buster-european-health-care-models/
https://www.ontariohealthcoalition.ca/index.php/myth-buster-european-health-care-models/
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OPSEU Strike Enters Third Month 
Members of OPSEU throughout the province have been on strike for two 
months now in an attempt to gain fair compensation and back pay owing to 
them for several years.  
 
We have seen their peaceful picket lines in Owen Sound and Hanover. It is 
always difficult when negotiations break down and a union has to fall back on 
strike as its last resort. In this case, these are people who have chosen to go 
into the caring professions...they provide direct health care and other ser-
vices to members of our communities. They are definitely “Worth Fighting 
For”. They would like nothing better than to return to their jobs and continue 
the valued services they deliver. But the government is recalcitrant and the 
process drags on and on.   
 
The Ford government was able to find the funds for a hefty pay raise for 
themselves and for vanity projects to satiate Doug Ford’s endless thirst for 
recognition. But they cannot find the money to fairly compensate these 
workers who actually provide benefit to the communities they grace.   
 
We saw some of these OPSEU strikers at Keady Market last week. They were 
handing out leaflets and asking people to sign their petition and show sup-
port for their position. We gladly signed and hope others will too. Let’s sup-
port these workers as they support us year round every year with their  
labour.  By the way, the phone number on the back of their shirts is Dofo’s 
cell phone number. Give him a call or sent a text and let him know he needs 
to settle with these strikers.   
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519 375 5812 
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www.greybrucehc.ca 

Upcoming Event…. 
 

 

Plans are in the works for a cross country Day of 

Action outside the offices of federal MPs on 

September 1st. The Alberta Friends of Medicare 

have asked for the support of other health 

coalitions in Canada to protest the 

implementation of Bill 11 and to demand that 

the Carney government respond to this threat to 

public healthcare.  

 

In Grey Bruce, we will be making plans for a 

Day of Action on that date. Further details will 

be provided as we move through the planning 

phase. But please, if you can, save that date.  

Dear Editor,  
 
There is an old saying: "Only after the last tree is cut down; only after the last river has 
been poisoned; only after the last fish has been caught; only then will you find that money 
can not be eaten." 
 
With this in mind, I went out and set up my protest signs to remind people that they are 
losing their water, health care, public lands, and education. Too many sit back and say 
they are only one and can do nothing. Greta Thunberg was one voice to start but look at 
her now. Brian Docherty was one voice, but he started the strike that shut down the 
country. One voice has big impact. The power of one is not to be ignored. You can save 
Ontario. If you can't get out and scream your objection, write letters to politicians, make 
signs, call radio talk shows, write letters to the editor in all parts of the province. Do 
something before it is too late. What if your letter is the one read by someone who can do 
something powerful? Politics is stealing public health care, water, public education, public 
protected land and basic democracy we built over the last two hundred years, for the 
benefit of wealthy insiders. Fight now or lose everything your kids take for granted. Once 
gone we will never get them back. 
 
Sincerely 
Roberta Docherty 
 


